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Judge: We heard the testimony of Mr. Bloch. I couldn't 
have told you the first thing about Java before this 
problem. I have done, and still do, a significant amount of 
programming in other languages. I've written blocks of 
code like rangeCheck a hundred times before. I could do it, 
you could do it. The idea that someone would copy that 
when they could do it themselves just as fast, it was an 
accident. There's no way you could say that was speeding 
them along to the marketplace. You're one of the best 
lawyers in America, how could you even make that kind of 
argument?

Boies: ... it's possible to demonstrate a nexus by showing 
that speed was very important to Google in getting Android 
out, and by copying they accelerated that.



Boies: I want to come back to rangeCheck.

Judge: rangeCheck! All it does is make sure the numbers 
you're inputting are within a range, and gives them some sort 
of exceptional treatment. That witness, when he said a high 
school student could do it--

Boies: I'm not an expert on Java -- this is my second case on 
Java, but I'm not an expert, and I probably couldn't program 
that in six months. Let me come back to rangeCheck after I've 
reminded the Court about the test files....





http://tacocopter.com



The Appellate 
Courtroom



The new podium



City of Round Rock v. 
Rodriguez (Dec. 8, 2011)



A few details

• Call Blake at least a week in advance.

• There’s a telestrator on the touch screen.

• Justices who bring their laptops can see a 
smaller image on that screen.  Others can 
see the large TV monitor in the room.

• Advocates can bring their own laptop/iPad 
rather than using the court’s laptop.
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Review of Test Data Indicates Conservatism for Tile
Penetration

! The existing SOFI on tile test data used to create Crater
was reviewed along with STS-87 Southwest Research data
– Crater overpredicted penetration of tile coating
significantly
" Initial penetration to described by normal velocity

• Varies with volume/mass of projectile (e.g., 200ft/sec for
3cu. In)

" Significant energy is required for the softer SOFI particle
to penetrate the relatively hard tile coating

• Test results do show that it is possible at sufficient mass
and velocity

" Conversely, once tile is penetrated SOFI can cause
significant damage

• Minor variations in total energy (above penetration level)
can cause significant tile damage

– Flight condition is significantly outside of test database
" Volume of ramp is 1920cu in vs 3 cu in for test

One famous “anti-pattern”: 
The Space Shuttle Challenger disaster



Slide decks as a stack
This data structure then 
drives the structure of 

your argument



Main slide w/ list of exhibits

You can connect your slides 
with hyperlinks instead, linked 

to words or images

You're not forced to use a stack



Or use software that is 
already configured that way

Exhibit A - $10 for the iPad









When might this make sense?
• A truly great exhibit that makes something 

complex (like a physical process) simpler.

• When there is disputed text in a statute or 
contract and this might turn an abstract 
discussion of grammar or a redline into 
something concrete (laser pointer).

• More generally, it might be helpful to have the 
key exhibits ready (the sort you'd attach to a 
physical brief).



Room for paper notes?



Who Moved My 
Cheesy Video?





Things Change

Pages can just disappear

• If the page is moved in a redesign, your 
browser may be told it is gone (404)

More subtly, the text of pages can change

• Some sites are versioned - Wikipedia

• Others change silently - Texas statutes



If a site offers full version-control (like Wikis or some 
blogs), then by all means use that URL format.







No versions?  Make a copy.

You want the page as it appears on screen – 
not the degraded version that would print.

• Mac:  LittleSnapper ($40)

• Windows/Mac: plugins for Google 
Chrome or for Firefox (free)

• Windows/Mac:  Acrobat has this (and a 
special toolbar for Internet Explorer)

• iOS:  Use “home + power” command.



Change can make 
research tricks obsolete





Tip Expires 
July 2012



What if the website
 doesn’t change?



Don’t let this be you.













Dear Seventh Circuit,
When you approve changes to an 
opinion’s text before its final 
publication, please post a fully 
corrected version online.

Sincerely,
The Internets



“The Internets”



“Filter Bubble”
• Mass customization of search results based 

on your social network, your search 
history, your browsing history, etc.

• Eli Pariser book of this name gives more 
examples, as does http://dontbubble.us

• What matters to us:   As researchers, you 
can rarely know what another user will see 
when they do precisely the same search.

http://dontbubble.us
http://dontbubble.us


Search Results (Now) Are Relative

                     now offers some options

• Toggle switch                top right corner

• Manually add “&pws=0” at end of URL

• Option on sidebar to set geography

           DuckDuckGo: worth playing with



Documents with usage patterns that indicate 
they are valuable ... are brought to the 

forefront of your search results.




